SKOPJE DECLARATION

On Post - 2020 Agreement on Climate Change

FIRST DRAFT

We, the Ministers/the Heads of Delegations of the Central European Initiative (CEI) Member States responsible for climate related issues, gathered in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia on 6 November 2015 at the Ministerial Conference on Climate Change,


Determined to address climate change which requires urgent cooperation and action at the global, regional and national levels,

Being concerned that the CEI Member States are already experiencing the adverse effects of climate change, which are threatening their endeavors to achieve sustainable development, eradicate poverty and ensure food security,

Acknowledging the ongoing efforts on climate action at global level as well as across the CEI Region,

Recognizing the importance of provision of financial, technical, technological and capacity building support to the eligible CEI Member States to implement climate change policies and actions,
Appreciating the work done during the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP) Sessions so far,

Emphasizing  the importance of agreeing at the Paris Conference: i) an ambitious and durable legally-binding agreement under the UNFCCC ("the Paris Agreement") applicable to all Parties and addressing in a balanced and cost-effective manner mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology development and transfer, capacity building and transparency of action and support and containing ambitious nationally determined mitigation commitments; ii) a comprehensive package of decisions to enable the implementation of the Paris Agreement and to outline interim arrangements before its entry into force; and iii) a decision on enhancing global pre-2020 mitigation ambition, supported by the Lima Paris Action Agenda,

Resolve to contribute to the success of the climate change negotiations in Paris;
Welcome the submission of INDCs so far and underline that the CEI Member States have already submitted their INDCs;
Affirm to make the efforts to reach a fair, flexible, durable and inclusive legally binding post-2020 climate agreement at COP 21; 

Underline the importance that the new agreement, a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force should be facilitative for shifting to low-emission development strategies;
Request the CEI Secretariat to explore the possibility of strengthening collaboration between CEI Member States, including the identification of means of additional technical, know-how and financial support for the development and implementation of national and regional climate related programs, projects and actions aimed at enhancing the existing capacity of the Region to effectively address climate change issues, including mitigation and adaptation actions,

Recall the Joint Statement of the Member States of the Central European Initiative at the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the post 2015 development agenda, New York, 25 to 27 September 2015 as well as a Final document adopted at the High-level workshop held in Skopje, 23 September 2015; 

Express our profound gratitude to the Government and to the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of the Republic of Macedonia for the excellent arrangements made for the Conference and generous hospitality extended to the participating delegations.

Skopje, 6 November 2015

